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; On other pages will be found references to recent action by 
Bolshevism the Council of the World’s Evangelical Alliance which might 


and the seem to constitute inconsistency. They have lodged strongly- 
Bible worded protests against the projected visit of our King and 
. Queen to the Pope during their visit to Italy next May. They 


have also forwarded an urgent telegram to Moscow protesting against the sentence to 
death of the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Petrograd and others, their only “crime” 
being their courageous defence of Christianity against the decrees of the Soviet 
Government which ises in Christianity its deadliest foe. We feel sure this 
action by the Council will have the approval of all our readers. It is not the first 
time the Alliance has intervened on behalf of Roman Catholics, thereby manifesting 
its sympathy in all cases of persecution for conscience sake where Christianity is 
concerhed, The Archbishop has been reprieved, but the whole world has been 
shocked by the news of the brutal execution of other clergy, which as The Times 
points out “it is not unreasonable to suppose has been staged at this particular 
moment with the object of facilitating the trial of the Orthodox Patriarch Tikhon.”’ 
We do well to take note of these happenings in Bolshevist Russia, and to acquaint 
ourselves with facts, for while Bolshevism took its rise in distracted Russia, it is part 
of an International system, and has in this country its declared and secret leaders, 
for the present confining its attention to the undermining of loyalty to existing 
government, and seeking to create a government out of lawlessness and anarchy, 
of which the Soviet Government in Russia is a definite and working example. And 
what is the creed of this scourge with which Russia is swept ? It is embodied in the 
creed of Lenin: “ You have made such a mess of the world with your Christian 
civilisation that cutting down the trees is not sufficient. It is necessary to pull up 
and destroy the roots to the last trace.” How thoroughly this creed is being forced 
upon unwilling millions in Russia is evidenced by the reports filling columns in our 
daily newspapers, the latest, whilst we are writing, being, “Another Massacre in 
Russia—340 Butchered by the Bolsheviks.” In the Morning Post we notice a 
striking headline to a leading article—“ Anti-Christ at Work.’’ Hitherto it has been 
earnest members of the Churches who have been concerned with Bible references 
to the reign and work of Anti-Christ, but here we have confirmation by a secular 
newspaper of the testimony of the Bible to tribulation which must precede the 
glorious re-appearing of the Saviour, including the enthronement of Anti-Christ, 
first in spirit and system, as in Bolshevist Russia, and subsequently the “man of 
sin’’ himself, a greater dictator than Lenin, although equally the deadly foe of the 
Bible and Christianity. What has Bolshevism accomplished in Russia? It has 
abolished the Bible from all schools throughout Russia. It prohibits religion 
from being taught or studied except in private, and we are informed that even this 
privilege is a dangerous practice in Russia, so numerous are the Soviet spies with their 
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suspicion of everything and every one 
intellectual. It has confiscated all Church 
property, réal and personal. It has 
abolished all recognition of a Supreme 
Being in governmental and judicial oaths, 
It has disenfranchised expressly all cletgy 
and employees of religious bodies, and 
has deprived them of all right to hold 
public positions. It ha’ prohibited the 
circulation of the Bible. So intense is the 
religious instinct in Kussia that on Easter 
Sunday it has been the custom of news- 
papers and periodicals to carry the com- 
memorative headline “Christ is Risen.” 
On Faster Sunday, 1918, the Bolshevist 
publications substituted the headline “One 
hundred years ago to-day Karl Marx was 
born.” Hundreds, even thousands of 
Clergy and Christians in Russia have been 
put to death, cruel deaths in most cases, 
all in the determined hope of the Bolshe- 
vists to uproot Christianity to the last 
trace. Can we wonder at the cry of the 
souls of the martyrs which were under 
the altar in St. John’s vision, “ how long, 
O Lord, how long”? The facts should 
make us think, and pray, and work. It 
is inconceivable that the existing Soviet 
Government will ever tolerate the free 
practice of the Christian ‘religion in 
Russia. Which is to prevail, Bolshevism 
or Christianity? This is the riddle of 
Russia. 
il. 

We have indicated that a serious at- 
tempt is being made to establish Bolshe- 
vism in England. Largely the work of 
alien apitators, no opportunity is lost to 
sow the seeds of discontent, rebellion, 
revolution. The working classes are ex- 
ploited by any and every means to secure 
converts, and the recent return of at least 
one member of Parliament openly Bolshe- 
vist is evidence of what is possible in the 
near future. 

But the most fruitful training ground 


for Bolshevism is its Sunday Schools. 


Happily Parliament seems to be awaken- 
ing to this danger in our midst, a Bill to 


_ put down seditious teaching in Socialist 


Sunday Schools having been introduced 


Butcher, Sydenham ‘has frequently 
referred to the evil of these Schools in the 
House of ~ There are two classes 
of Socrakst y Schools, There are 


those prampted by the National Council 


of British Sunday Schools (which high- 
sounding title cloaks their true and infidel 
character), and there are the Proletarian 
Sunday Schools. These are sometimes 
called “Red*’ Sunday Schools. They 


teach Open Bolshevism and the class war. 


Even life is not sacred in their teachings, 
and the admitted statements of their leadegs 
include one that “ the best way to enhance 
education is to pull down the Churches, 
burn the Bible, and assassinate the par- 
sons.” It may seem surprising to some 
readers how it comes about that, as re- 
ported in the press, 420 “parsons” —liberal 
clergy of the Church of England, recently 
signed a manifesto, approving Socialist 
principles. Such are ‘some of the insidious 
workings of Bolshevism, secret, silent, 
seditious. We have to thank those who 
after long search have been able to produce 
proofs of the anti-christian and revolution- 
ary influence and teaching given in these 
schools—the harvest from which will be 
fully ripe in the next generation. The 
Superintendent of one of these schools has 
remarked “our power lies in the children ; 
we get them at the opening of their lives 
and instil our teaching thoroughly. We 
shall never lose them after.” If it is true 
that these Schools publish a journal called 
“Red Dawn," whose young readers are 
supplied with articles on such subjects as 
“Communism and Free Love,” “ Virgins 
in Antiquity,” afid ‘similar immoral read- 
ing, it will be still more clearly realised 
that the subject of Bolshevism and the 
Bible affords food for solemn reflection, 
and for inquiry on the part of all whether 
the time has not come for some step to- 
wards closer Christian Unity which will 
save England and the world from the 
tragedy of Russia under a Bolshevist 
Government, with all the dire conse- 
quences to the Christian religion. 
H. M.G. 
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formal business only, 


April roth, at. 2.15 p.m., to receive the accounts 


the Executive Council 
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House, at Westminster, ha 
Tuesday, June sth, until 7th, 
meetings, at 3 and 7 p.m. daily. subject of 


CHRISTIAN UNITY AND THE GOSPEL 


+ 


represent. 


HELPERS NEEDED. 


We need help in making this Congress more 
widely known, not only amongst individual 
Christians, but to Clergy and Ministers. of local 
Churches, so that through the display of posters 
and pulpit announcements the arrangements may 
be well announced. The platform, and the spirit 


of the mg generally, will reflect the motto 
Ev 
Christ J 


the 
h, which ina normal charge 


| 


angelical Alliance, “‘ Ye are ail 
esus,” and where the Spirit of the 


Lord is there is liberty and blessing. Who will | 
help to 


p to make the Congress arrangements known 
The General 


Whit-Sunday, May 20th.—-The Council 
i steps to ask that Whit-Sunday, 


which falls on May 20th, may be observed as a 
of ial united yer directed to the 
* Christian Unity and International 


Peace.” The influentially signed a appears 
in full in this issue of EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM, 


te towards the cost of the 


77th Anniversary.— We hope all our readers Council for some months past. now being com- ; 
within reach of London will arrange to be present pleted. The Congress wil a en : 
at the 77th Annual Meeti of the Alliance,to the s and sant Halls of the Church : 
cates place the Central on 
Wednesday, May and, at 7pm We 
way Great Britain have to | 
cast double journey to passengers =; important one, and, it is , will attract \ 
travelling to London to attend the May meet- mins 
i As the Annual Meetings of the Alliance the of Christian Unity on 4 
fall in the first week the Bible and 
77th ide ; 
arrangements our | 
an interesting programme. the aferacen, st 
3 p.m., Sir Andrew Wingate, K.C.LE., will ( 
take the chair, and the Speakers will include the ; 
M.A.. of Delt Gillie; and the 
General Secretary, present a résumé ; 
the In the evening, at 7 p.m., 
the meeting will be devoted to the wark of the ; 
United Council for Sunday Protection, which is 
Altiance, and will follow 
up the great protest against 
Gases in the Perks at the Queen's Hall, 
January 23rd last. Sir Herbert Nield, K.C., | 
ill 
A., 
No | | 
statu Ordinary General Meeting, of 
ofthe Aliance onl for the transaction 
m 
at 
the Registered Offices of the Association, No. 19, 
Russell uare, London, W.C., on Thursday, 
from all such, and will gladly supply posters and ; 
programmes for distribution. 
and the auditors; to elect the 
and the General and Executive Counci Jody ’ 
point the Auditors for the ensuing year, and to fix 
their remunerations ; also to transact any other, | 
ordinary business of the Association. 
which have engaged the close attention of the General Secretary at the headquarters office. | 
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We draw special attention to the t that the 
subject for petitions may find mention in private 

yers A ig at family worship on Sunday, 
May a7th, and remind all readers that not on 
in this country, but in many foreign parts, the 
Whit-Sunday Call to Prayer will be warmly 


The Times and other newspapers ‘ 
at the news from Russia, where the Bolshevist 
the Orthodox Ct and 


the graver situation which exists today. The 
Soviet t, not content with indifference 
to the religious views and practices of the 
is now applying itself to the rooting up of all 
forms of religion, and by harsh laws, directed to 
Church y and even to the practice of 
religion in the homes of the people, is ruthlessly 
seeking to exterminate all religious liberty in 
Russia. We doubt if this harsh persecution 
The Russian people are deeply 

t 


re his inherent instinct must assert 
itself in spite of repression. In the meantime the 
Clergy are a icular class for attack. Among 


those recently accused of treason and either 
awaiting trial or condemned to death are 
the Patriarch Tikhon of the Orthodox Church, 
and the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Petrograd 
and others. No political offences to be 

oved inst them other than a fast hold on 

ith in and Christ in spite of laws directed 
against Christianity as such. The clergy referred 
to are the subj of world-wide sympathy in 
which the Workl's Evangelical Alliance has 


** Council of the World's Evangelical Alliance, 
British jsation, on behalf of international 


organigations of the Alliance est against the 
ag execution of Archbishop Chi and 
others and earnestly ask in the name of ity 


and justice for as evidence that Russia 
remains within the pale of civilisation. --H. M. 


Geoch, General Sect » 19, Russell 


Royal Visit to the Vatican.—The Council 
took prompt action following the announcement 
that arrangements were being made for the King 
and Queen to visit the Pope during their visit to 
Italy next May. The following letter was 
despatched to the Prime Minister and the Home 
Secretary. copy being forwarded to the 
Private to His Majesty the King. The 
reply from the Foreign Office is quoted— 


regret that arrangements 
Their Mejestion to gay Gate viet to the. Pepe 


ee taly next May. 
o arrangements have given great offence 


“IT am further directed to point out that at 
resent moment the infamous -‘Temere’ 
ee the Vatican is in im the 


performed 
Roman Catholic rites, and vows taken to bring up 
the children, if any, in the Roman Catholic faith. 
“ is and other instances in which the Roman 


directed by the of State for Foreign 

Affairs to inform you that your petition bas been 

laid before the King, but the Secretary of State 

was not able to recommend any action thereon. 
“I am, Sir, 


assure our readers that this 


Sunday Games in the Parks.—On another 


“Worlds Alkance, 
10, 
“Sir, am directed by the Council of the 
World's Evangelical Alliaece (British 
responded to. tion) to convey to you this expression of deep 
| the Empire, and will create new fears of Roman 
Catholic influence prejudicial to our Protestant 
y- great 7a Wy Cs heritage, and the inestimable benefits of civil and 
Alliance at the Queen's Hall, W. (in 1920}, when religious liberty, which are contested by the 
the General Secretary exhibited Roman Catholic Church wherever she holds sway. 
graphs proving the then alleged 
atrocities against Christianity in Russia, en- 
v ightened man understanding 
light and helped to an British Empire, t 
Roman Catholic Church are to stigmatise 
° as oull and void, mixed marriages between 
Protestants and Roman Catholics, unless the 
on the liberties of Protestants add to the strong 
; feelings of — expressed in this letter. 
- behalf of the Council, 
am, Sir, ange 
“* (Signed) . M. Goocn, 
** General Secretary. 
Foreign Office, S.W.1. 
April, 1983 
*“* Sir,—With reference to your ters of the 
) 23rd ultimo addressed to the Private Secretary to 
His er the King and to the Secretary of 
: visit of Their _ ies to the Vatican, I am 
** Your obedient servant, 
“(Sed.) Mices W. Lamrson. 

To the General Secretar 

“ World's Alliance, 
R Square, W.C.1.” 

We need hardly 
unsatisfactory rien is being followed up. At the 
date of going to press a great oe meeting of 

| protest and to demand the of the Envoy to 

| the Vatican is pending—under the auspices of 

| the London United Protestant Council. 

we inclade the Prize Hymn by Mr. E. H. 
the Council for a hymn directed to Sunday pro- 

| tection and observance. The winning hymn was 
selected from two hundred entries by various 

competitors. 


5 fis 


the 
interference with the Rest Day. 
6. A farther united meeting to follow up the 
supplied free of cost. 


ication for Petition Forms, Handbills, etc., 


be made as above. 


will be held at the Central Hall 


Westminster, on Wednesday evening, May 2nd, 


at7p-m. Please make this known. 
7. IUustrated handbilis on the subject for house- 


Oppose Sunday 

other 

campaign 

te-house and 

ready and will 
shout 


Sunday Pro- 


ion. Attention is drawn to the following 


2. Forms of Petition to the London County 


all, W. 


a vigorous Ca 


United Council 


at the Queen's 
of the 


up 

the 

Council also ready and will be 

free. Ut is important 


the 
meeting 
followed 
tect 
1. A verba 
Square, W.C.1, Price 
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ome of thast (which 

by the of 

aed members of your con- 

‘5 are urged individually to write a 

against Sunday Games in the 

ir member of the L.C.C., 

stamped addressed card for 

P's should be sent to the Chair- 

Parks Committee, London County 

y Hall, Westminster Bridge, 

W.1. 
§ Local organisation should commence at once 
te ensure that when the next Elections to the 

The Protest Sunday Games in L.C.C. come forward direct action is taken, . 
~The i and the-electors urged only to vote for those ) 
, 
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ange and interesting at the 
iance House in ing with the programme 
of monthly meetings session ending June 
next. meetings are held on the third 


for the 
the pioneer he U Mision, “hich hes 
ganda 
uced a Native Church, not yet self-cu ing, 
having its own Bi , and calling recent 
for an assistant-Bishop (of Kampala) Dr. 
Gresford Jones, who is to address our Annual 


Meeti ing at the 


of t i in Samoa and other islands of the 
South Seas. Sir Lulham Pound, Bt., presided, 
and the interdenominational character 


phasis. 
pril toth next Ma Sir G. K. 
Scott-Moncrieff, K.C.B., K.C.M.G., will preside, 
and the work of the Waldensian Church 
Signor Pastor 


“ Zermatt Camp.”—An idea! Swiss holiday for 
those interested in Missions is offered through 
the arrangements being made by Dr. Claud 
Fot ill for the fourth annual ‘‘ Zermatt Camp.” 
from June 28th to July 13th inclusive. is 
“Camp” has now become an annual institution 
and has the sympathetic su of well-known 
Christian leaders of various denominations, some 


of whom ho These include” 
op 


Bishop Ing n, Bis Taylor-Smith, Sir 
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cations should be addressed to Dr. 
Fothergill, ‘‘ Camosan,” Chorley Wood, Herts. 


work is not 


weare able to Thomas Inskip, Dr. Stuart Holden, Dr. McAdam 

Eccles, Admiral Startin Mr. W.G. Bradshaw, 

| and the General Secretary of the World's Evan- 

gelical Aliance. The which is 

7 un, that thy tu Gor 

those of gentile birth, ages 18 to 35, of both sexes, 

al cach who can thelr af the 

: has taken those present to Uganda the South time may rest assured not only of a 

Sea Islands. On se aye | ssth, Dr. Ritson of itual uplift, but of seeing some of the grandest 
and welcomed Canon Rowing, late tactasive cost tor the but Pas. per 
urch M , which is ext marily 
Society. Rowling in the course of a most 
instructive address on the rise and progress of the 
Church in Uganda made special reference to the 
subject of Christian literature, and described the rye talte Mission.—Everything is going 
| work now eens eee well in Malta, and the reports from Mr. Falzon 

i of various Societies Africa 

and Mr. Maggi are in their record 

He also referred to services of the World's progressed without 
England. The Malta question is stil! 
no to case for Civil Marriage 

; a short visit to the Island in the latter part of 

June, unless circumstances arise to postpone his 
Annual Meetings CLM. On many 

Letter from Rev. Adam Podin.—We are 
pitissionary close touch with Mr. Podin and are able to 

y claims the support of Evangelical ‘4 

: Christian where, and in no part give our readers recent news of his splendi 

more work, which the seal of God’s blessing is 

London Society was re- visting. The letter which follows 

u on Marth sth when Rev. V. @ated March sgth :— 

rradale, M.A., late of Samoa, was the “ To the General Secretary, 

i deputation, who by a series of limelight pictures ** World's Evangelical Alliance. 

. raphi described the manners and customs “ Dear Brother ia Christ,—You will excuse me 

for not haying written to you before. My time 

. has been so occupied and as our winter season 

| draws to a close, so | used all my God-given 
| of the work of the L.M.S. and its foundation opportunities hom to turn vee hem ane 

: nciple—to send the to the heathen experiences. places of my lie 

in districts far away from the stations so 

have to travel with horse and sledge Since 

} my previogs letter ve visi ve two 

; than two weeks I travelled over joo kilometres 

ary Society will be represented in its splendid with his horse to a prison where I had 146 all 

: work on the Congo. Sir Archibald Campbell, of oung men before me. The Lord gave me a 

Succoth, Bt., will take the Chair. bensed tiesn os that at the close of my service all 

begged me to come back soon again. Soon after 

this I took with me another Baptist minister and 

started a mission tour. After 24 hours’ travelling 

we reached a town, Tellin, where a crowded 

church awaited us. Here the Lord blessed us 

and ovr work richly. The same day arrange- 

ments were made for services in prison and 

through ‘phone I announced my coming to the 

lepers some 20 miles away. At the appointed 

hour on entering the prison eyerything was 

P prisoners, beside a multit of warders, officials, 
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Liberal vangelicaliem,”—Under ‘‘ Books 
Worth Reading” we have included a eyes 

t 


reached us before going to press. 
entitled “Li Evangel : An Inter- 
tion,” and is by twelve members of the 


Barnes of Westminster. This volume has been 
eagerly awaited, and for some time it will hold 
the interest of earnest and intellectual Evan- 


we 
Gospel as held and taught by Christ Himself and 
His Apostles. We note that Dean Inge in his 
review of this volumes states : ‘‘No one can doubt 
that this is the Evangelicalism which has a 
future, and I venture to think that now that it 
has formulated its principals and its policy it will 
rapidly gather strength and gain new adherents.” 


To a body such as the World's Evangelical 
Alliance, which maintains a clear 

basis of Evangelical Truth, such a volume and 
statements demand close attention, and we “> 
in our next issue to include an examination of t 


regarded as orthodox, tested 
the Bible and the teachings of Christ and is 
Apostles. Some of the writers of the volume we 


from any spi 
nunciation. It is a call to “ prove all things.” 
The Evangelical Alliance is a rg 
body, ever wishing to mix Love with Truth, but 
this must not deter us or its members generally 
from contending fearlessly and resolutely, for that 
which we realise means ‘‘contending for our all.” 


The Gift Sunday 


(Hymn awarded the Prize of £10 10s. offered by the United Council for Sunday Protection 
for a Hymn on Sunday Protection and Observance.) 


Tune: “ Battle Hymn of the Republic.” 


HALT upon the march of life, a peace amid the fight, 
A sheler from the heat of day, a radiance in the, 


The gift of love to toiling men, the charter of their right ; 
We'll stand by God's own day ! 
(Chorus) Glory, glory hallelujah | 
Glory, glory, hallelujah | 
Glory, glory, hallelujah | 
Wei’ ll stand by God's own day! 


How silently they gloried as the deathiess Word was told! 

Their hearts on God's own day | 


bore— 
The men of God's own day |! 


We mark the doom of Kingdoms old tha: crumbled in their 


pride ; 
They wandered from the House of God, His holy name 
Be faithful yet, dear ‘and we love! Proclaim it far and 
wide— 
We stand by God's own day | 


The day He gives to weary men bewildered in the strife, 
how that comes tach ution pain and 
are rie, 
Christ, and break the bread 
We'll guard thee, God's own day! 


| hear the sound of countless feet—the children yet to be; 
They come with pure and awful eyes to judge both you 


and me, 
Then what shail be the faith they find—the witness they 
shall see? 
We'll save them God's own day | 


We'll guard our ancient birthright, by no passing joys beguiled ; 


We'll keep the day of peace and 
We'll save Our Christian Sunday 
We'll stand by God's own day ! 


secure and undefiled; 
or the and 


toiler 
6. H. Jeffs. 


COPYRIGHT 
United Council for Sunday Protection (under the auspices of the Worid’s Evangelical Alliance. 19, Russell Square, W.C.1.) 
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| 
ai é 
| writings of these Liberal Evangelicals and to 
: h of England. : ; Je Cane endeavour to give some guidance as to how far 
their views, not put forward as a challenge but 
as a restatement and an eirenicon may be 
— of all Churches. It claims to restate 
vangelicalism in terms which — — the = 
traditional, and our first reading the book are privi o mec ; 
leads us to explain that in the use of that term acquaintances, and this itself and their evident 
| 
| 
a 
| 
: We praise the names of famous men who served the race 
of yore, 
Whe carved the road to freedom that we guard for 
evermore ; 
2 How gladly in the courts of God their praiseful part they 
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WHIT-SUNDAY, MAY 20th, 1923 


Call United Prayer 


For Christian Unity and International Peace in a time when the 
peril of war is not averted from the nations. 


(Issued by the World’s Evangelical Alliance) 


this year upon a world which needs nothing so much as the 


gift of the Holy Spirit. The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy and | 


peace ; and to-day there is no peace. At such a time it will be the joy 
and the burden of the Church to remember that the Power of the Holy 
Spirit is “given, not lent.” It has never been withdrawn ; and it belongs 
to the common inheritance of all Christian people. They will remember 
on the day of Pentecost the same historic reality ; they will re-experience 
in their innermost being, where they think and love and will, the same 
powers of the age to come ; they will taste once more the comfort and joy 
of the same Lord and Giver of Life. 3 
Blindly or consciously the children of men are longing for this very 
experience. They are halting not so much from a lack of ability to plan 
deliverance from their fears, as from the lack of moral and spiritual energy. 
If the nations of men are not at peace to-day, it is because they cannot 
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Viti sunpay with its sacred memories and hopes will fall. - 


Editors and others receiving this Call are asked 

to print it in full, with a view to the widest possible | 
response. are to 
Unity aad Pees 
Unity and Peace. Christian people, | 
also, are invited and urged to make the Call the | 
subject of Special Prayer on Whit-Sunday, in private . 
as well as in family worship. * 

i 
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claim the endurance and the passion and the unworldliness which have 
their springs in God the Holy Ghost. 

Though more than four years have passed since the war ended, the 
nations do not dwell in fellowship, none making them afraid. There 
are new grounds for anxiety this year. It seems as though the despair 
of fatalism were creeping upon many, who once shared the hope of 
peace. What can be given to re-kindle the dying fires of their enthusiasm ? 
What can bring conviction and courage to those who have learned to 
measure and to shrink before the powers of evil, at work in the hearts 


of men ? 


If we claim to know the answer, we can only speak with shame, 
when we remember how unworthy we have been of our trust, But when 
we speak of Our Lord to Whom all authority is given in heaven and on 
earth, we have no shame and no hesitation. We shall remember on 
Whit-Sunday the contrast between the poverty of our achievement, and 
His unsearchable riches, between our fithulness and His constancy, 
between our care for the trivial things and His deep and eternal purpose. 
This very contrast will drive us to pray for the Church that in the hour 
when the world in its helplessness is looking to it for guidance, it may be 
worthy of its calling. 

Wherever Christian people are met there will be a unity already in 
being when Whit-Sunday dawns. We shall trace our history back to 
the same great days; we shall read the same records, and join in the 
same thanksgivings. We shall be together in spirit as they were upon 
whom the Spirit came, when they first heard the mighty rushing winds. 
It is therefore with confidence that we send forth this call to prayer, 
knowing as we do that we shall be together in our fellowship at the 
Throne of Grace. We are deeply concerned that the Church should use 
this season in such a way that it shall be drawn into a deeper under- 
standing of the purpose of God, and into a more mighty service of the 
present age according to His will. How much this might mean for 
the Church! How much for the nations! How much for the Saviour ! 


It will be ours in prayer to lift the need of the world into the 


searching light of the redeeming purpose of God in Christ Jesus. 
Only in that light can we see clearly the problems of the nations. 
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the service of its Divine Lord, and open all the ways of its life to His 


Signed : 
JOHN DUBLIN, Archbishop of Dublin. 
A. F. LONDON, Bishop of London. 


CYRIL SOUTHWARK, 
Bishop of Southwark. 


J]. E CHELMSFORD, 
Bishop of Chelmsford. 
F. J. LIVERPOOL, Bishop of Liverpool. 
W. MANCHESTER, 

Bishop of Manchester. 


THEODORE PETRIBURG, 
Bishop of Peterborough. 


J. TAYLOR-SMITH, ‘Bishop, 
Chaplain-General to the Forces. 
CHARLES H. STILEMAN. Bishop 


W. J. F. ROBBERDS, Bishop of Brechin, 
Primus Episcopal Church in Scotland, 


IVOR J. ROBERTON, Moderator of 
Assembly of Presbyierian Church of 
England. 
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THOMAS YATES, Chairman Congre- 
galional Union of England and Wales. 


JOHN C. CARLILE, President, Baptist 
Union of Great Britain and Ireland. 


J. H. SHAKESPEARE, General Secretary’ 
Baptist Union of Great Britain. 


H. J. TAYLOR, President, Primitive 
Madhodist Church. 


HERBERT R. MUMFORD, President, 
British Moravian Provincial Board. 


J. D. JONES, Moderator, Federal Council 
Evangelical Free Churches. eke 

F.C. SPURR, President. National Council 
of Evangelical Free Churches. 

THOS. NIGHTINGALE, General Secre- © 


lary, National Council of Evangelical 
Free Churches. 


ERNEST F. H. CAPEY, President. . 
Uniled Methodist Conference. 
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and of all human societies, There we see what is the will of God a 
concerning mankind, what human society would be if it were true to | 
His purpose and where it fails. In that light we begin to understand 
what strife means,—strile between nation and nation, strife between | 

' Church and Church ; we measure the loss that it brings not in terms 
‘of material things but of spiritual; we discern though it is but dimly, 
what our wars and rumours of wars mean to the Saviour, and to : 
His Kingdom. 

In an hour of crisis for the Church and for the world, we send forth 
this call to prayer. There are other demands to which the Church 
must give heed, but there can be none so urgent as the call to “ stir up 
itself to lay hold upon God.” The Church is called to prayer that 
through that searching discipline it may lay all its manifold powers at 
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. W. B. SELBIE, Mansfeld College, Oxford. P. J. MACLAGAN, Secretary, 
| Presbyterian Foreign Missions. 
C. H. IRWIN, Secretary, Religious Tract 
W. LAMPLOUGH, Treasurer, British Society, 
and Foragn Bible Society. J. STUART HOLDEN, Home Director, 
China Inland Mission. 


JOHN H. RITSON 


Cc. H. K. BOUGHTON 
British and Foreign Bible Society. 


Secretaries, ARTHUR K. YAPP, General Secretary 
National Counal Y.M.C.A. 


TISSINGTON TATLOW, Secretary, 


. R. WILLIAMS, President, Student Christian Movement. 

hurch Missionary Socicty. 

W. H. DICKINSON, World's Alliance 

Methodist Missionary Society. the Churches. 


RUSSELL LONGMORE, General Secre- 
tary, National Laymen's Missionary 
Movement. 


W. NELSON BITTON, Secretary, London 
Missionary Society. 


| 
W. Y. FULLERTON, Home Secretary, WALTER B. SLOAN, Secretary, 


Baptist Missionary Society. Keswick Convention Council. 


ARTHUR GRIFFITH-BOSCAWEN. 

W. JOYNSON HICKS. 

DONALD MACLEAN. 

A. WINGATE. 

im H. W. WEBB-PEPLOE 

i R. C. GILLIE Hon. Secretaries. 

. R. C. HART-DYKE, Hon. Treasurer. 

HENRY MARTYN GOOCH, General Secretary, 

World's Evangelical Alliance (British Organisation), 


a 

| MACLAY OF GLASGOW. 


_NOTE.—Some whose signatures would have appeared on this appeal are abroad at the time of signature, 
approval of the appeal manifested by the representative signatures appended. 


WORLD'S EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE 
(British O Lesion): 
19, Russell Square, London, W.C.!. 
April, 1923. 
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The Holy Catholic Church: Its Unity 


‘and Universality.” 


By Rev. F. B. Meyer, B.A., D.D. 


It is a ng wonder to me that for some 


reason I have been born into the human 
family, and that we have been ca to take part 
in one of the the problem of 


moral evil, which is being deakt with and wrought 
out upon this earth. 
been chosen for the working out of God's ¢ 

, and why you and I should have drifted 
into it somehow, and are so deeply implicated in 
all all that is going forward, is a matter of un 

and worlds are 

inhabited it might have been God's will that we 


should our existence there. But Ly one of 
the most glorious exhibitions of His we have 
pore) + part in the 


as a sort of chess-board, and as men and women 
ther round that board to see the game 

Fayed out, so the principales and powers ofthe 
venly places are bending over this planet and 
watching with absorbing interest the way in which 
to solve the great problem of the 


of coll 


compass of the human fami 
voice of one man was probably sufficient to be 
Galle tor the of tiene. After 
the Deluge, as know, He no dealt with 
the individual i 
and Isaac, and Jacob, and their children. _ That 
great and wonderful family, to which 
may still , was inaugurated as 
organ for dealing with evil as exempli 
and Gomorrah like. 


in 
family, and now the famil 
nation, and through six hu 


great conflict against moral evil, the time arrived 


‘Whee He should call into being the redeemed 


body of 06 tas Chath, 


The Cherch of the New Testament. 


The Church, of course, was born out of the 
grave of Christ. As Eve was taken out of Adam 
while he slept, so the Church of God was taken 
through resurrectiun from the grave of Jesus, and 
was inaugurated as He rose. As you , the 


’ Church has covered this era, from that moment to 


the death, t 


this present : and I think, from many significant 
ns, that the mission of the Church is nearly 
fulfilled, and that it may be for only a few months 
or years that its existence will be uated. 
Then, when the Church has finished her work, 
and has joined the Redeemer in the Bridal 
Chamber, the Hebrew people will be aye y into 
living union with Christ, and will — 
the work that their fathers did, until ail God ba 
the Church of God dates from the 
resurrection of Our Lord to the Second Advent. 


The Holy Catholic Cherch. 


The Greek word translated Church is ecclesia 
(called out). I ee when talking about 
the Church try to ine a tray in front of me 
filled with fal Pady in that sawdust a number 
of steel filings and needles. The passing of a 
magnet, as you know, over that tray would at 
once compel the needles and steel 
up and embrace and crests 
equally So I -hold t the ative, 
moana the resurrection of Jesus are 
like that great magnet which th h these 
Christian centuries is being moved over the hearts 
and lives of the world; and, all over, men and 
women with Divine affinity are ng up to 
embrace Him in obedience to the Redemptive 
ae of the Passion. All those who have a 

vine affinity to the Lord Jesus our Redeemer 
constitute ae Holy Catholic Church. Some of 
them have been baptized by immersion, and some 

inkled as children, and some as and 
Saivationists have not that ordi- 
nance in one form or the other. But it does not 
matter. Some have been confirmed ; some have 
not been. Some are identified with these Churches 
of ours: some are not, But these varieties do 
not touch the vital truth that every one that clin 
to Jesus Christ, Who died and rose again, and is 


seated on the right hand of God, with th an,affinity 
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* Address given during the Universa! of 1983, 


the celestial ranks of the all-conquering Christ, 
and we may become of that body — 
s carrying out His 
Let us for just a 
The Cherch of the Old Testament. 
You will understand that in the first stages He | 
used an individual, Enoch, and in the small | 
way for t 7 
way for the 
onderful years 
the Hebrew people became God's organ for con- : 
flicting with the evil of mankind, and the result 
of His use of that wonderful people has been the 
Word of God, the indestructible Word of God 
which you and I hold in its integrity from cover 
to cover as being His toman. When, 
finally, the Hebrew iled God, and were 
no longer fit to be His organ to minister in the . 
fe 
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which we call feith—all such as have that faith 
constitute the Holy Catholic Charch. Of that, 
Jesus, as we know, is the Head. 


The Unity of the Spirit. 


I am talking to you about things that are per- 
fectly familiar, and yet, | confess, when again and 
again | come back to these wonderful Scriptures, 
l am overwhelmed with it. We see Jesus in His 
Ascension ing through vast crowds of evil 
spirits, fighting His way, ing above them 
until He into the heaven beyond ; 
and then the angels themselves make way as He 
a into the very of the Father. 

hove all Heavens the Father greets him, and 
asks, “‘My Son, what shall 1 give Thee as a 
reward for all that Thou hast borne ?" To which 
the Son replies, “! ask for nothing more than 
that all those who age bound to Me by a livi 
faith should receive that same Holy Spirit whic 
I Myself received when | was baptized in My 
human nature.” Of course, Our Lord had been 
one with the Holy Ghost from all eternity, yet we 
ore told “ He ascended up on high, and received 
gifts for men.” The interesting thing in this 

is its universality. Listen. He is above 
all, and through all, and in you all.” Then “ To 
every one of us He has given grace.” Every one 
in this place has received grace. Again, ‘‘ Till we 
all come.” Then, again, “The whole body, 
every joint, every part. 7 


Begotten, act made,” 

it seems to me, therefore, if 1 may put it so, tha 
in the purpose of God, when Our Lord stood there 
before the Father, He stood there as representi 
the entire Church, and that in the thought of . 
which is not successive but instantaneous and 
immediate, the whole Church, including you and 
all others who believe, were then and there repre- 
sented in the Head before God the Father. There- 
fore, here on earth we are not called upon to make 


Common Prayer. 


which is the eternal fact in the mind of God and 
We are one. His 


of kind words spoken during one week in the 
, is going to do much good. It is when the 

Lord table oy Pron 
is Body—then it is that to 
the uni 
manki When the Lord Jesus Christ in His 
Ascension stood before God e 
in Church stood there too. is mot a man 
or a woman who believes in Christ and is an affinity 
with Christ, that was not at that moment there. 
At that moment God the Father gave to each one | 
of us a measure of grace, and the sorrow of it is 
that instead of claiming for it. 
petition 


t. Understand the distinction. There 


which pleads for a thing. There is the other 
attitude of those who are ‘‘accepted in the 
beloved,” who take what Jesus Christ won for us 
in His resurrection and ascension. Take, “joint” 
as you are, weak as you are, unworthy as you 
are! Do not petition, but as a member of the 
Body of Christ claim that which is yours in the 
Risen Jesus. 
hoped 


for ; 
The evidence of things aot seca, 


“Our prayer is unto Thee, O Lord, in an acceptable time.” 


THAN KSGIVING— 


For an abundant Seong meee the 77th Aanual Meetings of the Alliance, the Chairman, Speakers, 


and all who 


part or assemble at the Central Hall, Westminster, on May 2nd. 


For all Agents and representatives of the Alliance, especially those in foreign lands, giving or 


the Gospel to others. 


For the United E 
its witness to Truth and Love. 


ical Congress at the Church House, Westminster, June sth to 7th next, and 


For the overthrow of Bolshevism, and the establishment of true and undefiled religion in Rassia. 
For all Christians in Russia, distracted, persecuted, but not forsaken by God, or their fellow- 


Christians elsewhere. 
LET US PRAY— 
That the International eal for Christian Unity and International Peace put forth by the Alfiaace 
“ry ou Whit-Sunday, May 2oth, may, under God, be spiritually po and fruitful 
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| aunity. It isa great mistake to think that any 
only to discover princi anity 
the Church which is already completed im the 
| purpose of the Eternal God. In the mists and 
fogs of cur we are 
what God's unity is, and we are called to exemplify, 
people have taken a long time for discovering that 
they are one, and | do not suppose that we are 
: ever going to discover that we are one until we 
all meet around the Lord's table together. 
latercommenion. 
| | do not think that amount of preaching 
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There are other : 

really know Jesus ist in His fullness until we 
have commentaries written by 
Chinese, until all the rich treasures of the Bible 


there for Oriental minds to opea up for us. 
yet furnish to us an i of Jesus 


pleted 
redeemed humanity shall accept the 
lordship of Jesus? Vaguely we see a ‘‘hope”™ 
before us. But we know even though we 
ise that something wonderful 


upon the preaching of Jesus. We rejoice at every 
om of God, but we rejoice, 


of C 


manifestation of the ki Shri 
The splendid 


om 
heart and mine thrill to-day. 


be to religion ; cannot build up civilisat 
the 
rt of man apart from the discipline of loyalty 
to God and Jesus Christ. The t problem, 
‘what authority will men accept ?” is only to be 
in the acceptance of the authori ae 
ue 


hing of Jesus, as the knowledge of Jesus is 
Solvation. our hearts’ sympathy goes out to 
our brethren to-day, pushing that great counter 
objective, that great counter offensive in the 
world, making Christ known, refusi to be 
disheartened or defeated by the — of 
Europe still pressingon. That counter sive 
is their very best means of defence. You and | 
are called u to support them in our prayers. 
More than that, our prayers are of no avail unless 
we, too, are engaged in the counter offensive in 
our own country. We are called upon to ally 
ourselves more closely with them in making 
Christ known, and in so far as we are setting u 
His Kingdom, in so far as we are winning sou 
for Christ here, and in so far as we are loyal to 
Jesus, we are taking part with them in this great 
adventure, this great exploit, this audacious 
enterprise of winning the world for Christ. 


ALLIANCE TO CHRIST. 


He that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit.” 


joined unto the Lord!" Oh miracle 
Grace! A union betwixt God and Man! 
The glorious fruitage of Salvation's ; 
Oneness beyond the skill of words to tell ; 
The Blood-marked Gift of Love Ineffable, 
Embracing Bliss no human thought can scan, 


By Grace and Faith engrafted in the Vine, 
Which bied for Sin, that in that wounded Side 
We might be joined, so that He should provide 

For all believers Sap of Life Divine. ~ 

And thus the Saviour's Death and Life combine 
To pour through all His Church the Spirit's tide. 


“ Joined” in a bond ao Pow’r can separate ; 
fa present life, death, and forever—ene ; 
.. For work on earth, and when the task is done. 
So, when the ing of Earth's day grows late, 
in fi 


The oneness in the 


eav'ns shall consummate 


With richer joys, union on Earth begun. 


WILLIAM OLNEY: 


y | 
a 
| | 
i religion, involve sacrifice on our part and 
old ours is ‘germ and doe. 
if have been explored a us by men 
other minds, by men with other traditions and 
outlook ? Remember that so much of the Bible 
ie Oriental, and much of its beauty may still be 
rst Which, n s 
that we have shall help to reveal 
Him to us in all His fullmess and beauty and | 
lory. No wonder that one’s heart thrills as one baser passions of men, you cannot mould human 
thinks of the infinite possibilities which lie bound nature into harmony, me cannot discipline its 
up in the preaching of the Gospel. ambitions, until you substitute for man’s selfish 
outlook the spirit g the 
Significance for the world apart from Jesus ? i 
Me Waste of Jesus is “ missions,” and missions are - 
There is a further possibility. What may 
» 3 it not mean for the world when at last the 
| for the world as well as for the individual depends 
; the princi of post, we rejoice as we see 
education being shaped in our country along 
Christian lines, we rejoice in the drawing of 
. Christians together, we rejoice in every sign of a 
audacity o ing of the Gospel appeals 
| to us, and as ts logic takes hold of our thought, 
| 
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Reunion Notes. 


Perllews THOSE who have followed these 
Times Notes, will remember that during 
the war we expressed ourselves as 

much more anxious concerning the religious 
life of England after the war than we 
were concerning many things that were said 
and done during the great struggle. Then a 
false optimism prevailed and men in leading 
positions anticipated that the close of the con- 
flict would give birth to a 
spiritual revival led by men w 
brought to Christ at the Front. 


hopes were based on very partial knowledge, 
and the desire to see things as they ought to 
be led observers to draw conclusions from 
appearances rather than to judge with an eye 
to realities. We urged on the home Churches 
the duty of making provision for maintaining 
light that comes from God 
brethren were fighting abroad, and never 
ceased repeating that “the religious condition 
of England after the war will be determined by 
the state of England during the war.” We 
had to keep our own loins girt and light burn- 
ing if we were to do what ought to be done 
when the men came home. The Armistice was 


the demands of public opinion, 
knew it the men had come home. 
conscientiously visited the returned soldiers 
were met with kindly friendliness, but it was 
soon clear that in the great majority of cases 
war experience had not led to the awakening 
or deepening of spiritual life. Material con- 
ceptions took the place of any spiritual long- 
ings that might have been expressed in letters, 
and a great disappointment resulted. Then 
came the slump in employment and the genera! 
in.dustrial chaos ar well as international com- 
- plication. In place of light we found darkness, 
and the Churches were emptier than before 


August, 1914. 


The Cheacs During the war there was little 
of Thought time for thinking on the deep 

underlying truths that govern 
theological thought and religious life. We 
were all the victims of emotion that dragged us 
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death, proceeding side by side with the advance 
of spiritualism. We saw the breakdown of 
all dogmatic Christianity in favour of a loose 
Theism which had no relation whatever to the 


those they loved. 
by side with this development we saw 
the uprise of fatalism that 
belief in the government of 


pious souls sought help ; 
dogmatism which was inherited 
Roman Church and discovered in 
ceremonialism teaching that gave them 
alleviation from the pain that ached the 
and the numbing sense of being overwhelmed 
by a catastrophe that could not be understood 
or explained. A great mass of people, old and 
young, drifted away from alli 

ices, are too to 
to think took 
religion, and doing their bit became 
the highest of practical duties. The habits 
then formed of abstention from the House of 
God, and day by day performance of obliga- 
tions persisted on one side “ after the war.” 
They ceased to attend public worship, and never 
resumed the custom. They felt the slackening 
of the impulse to work hard at the war duty, and 
they have become more or less inert in their 
desire to live for anything outside themselves. 
As a result the craving for pleasure became a 
fixed settled part of their nature, and many 
unconsciously adopted the creed, “ Let us eat 
and drink, for to-morrow we die.” We see the 
fruits of all this in the prevailing indifference 
to all religion, the insensibility to the claims 
of morality and the inability to distinguish 
between truth and error in the many impulses 
that drive to thought and action. In fact we 
have lost the sense of “ value” at a time when 


we need it most. . 


Current It was said with Truth that in the 
past men were accustomed to dwell 
so much on the Deity of our Lord 
that they forgot His bumanity. In the last 
century the many lives of Christ that were 
published on the Continent and in England 
brought the life of the Redeemer on earth home 
to the minds of Christian people. _ We all 
learned that He was and is very and perfect 
We have gained immensely by the new 


Revelation of God in Christ. Scripture war 
brushed aside to give place to a natural 
Religion, which was supposed to comfort souls 
a as it sometimes has been, but to « 
heroes were to be the light bearers in the in- mechanical view of the world which left no 
auguration of a new age. We never shared place for God. On the other side a number of 
this view, as first-hand knowledge’ of the 
religious life of the Armies proved that the 
signed. Demobilisation proceeded, not 
“according to plan,” but I accordance with | 
frcm one point of view to another, without see- 
ing whither we were being led. All sorts of con- 
ceptions took the place of Gospel Truth. We 
saw the revival of medieval views of life after 
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light shed upon His sinless days beneath the 
Syrian sky. This has been a real gain to 
Christiamty, and a return to the Gospels has 
done us all good. The reality of His life 
and ministry, the way it touches our own life 
and makes us know him as our Elder Brother, 


scholar who said “the general proclamation 

a truth is very often due to the 

has been over-cmphasised, and men need 

complementary truth to be brough 

them more forcibly.” To-day the humanity 
i as 


make men forget His Deity. They 
eyes on His human nature and gi 


may be no withholding of 

Divinity of Jesus Christ, but their words 
over-emphasis on His humanity lea 
room in the minds of their hearers 
acceptance of the Creed of Christendom— 
Incarnation of the Word in the Person of 
Saviour. As a result we have a vague 
Unitarianism prevailing where we should 
expect to find a confession that the Saviour is 
“Lord and God.” Certain aspects of the 


very many have drifted unconsciously into a 
practical Unitarianism with Jesus as the leader 
of humanity to a higher goal. His atoning 
work is forgotten. He is the Great Example 
of a man loving the highest and despising 
evervthing that comes in the way of devotion 
to an ideal. We are pressed to follow Him 
as man; we forget that the secret of success in 
following Him depends on His Presence with 
us as the living Lord of Life. We sincerely 
wish that those gifted writers who speak so 
eloquently of His human tenderness and great- 
ness would be equally emphatic on His Deity. 
By so doing they will do much to help the weak 
in faith to trust Him Who alone is able to save 
their souls and give them newness of life. 


The Amid such surroundings it is pot 
Scriptures strange that the Scriptures of God 
im the should be subjected to un- 
Crucible sympathetic unfoynded 

- attacks. It is natural that men 

should treat them as documents that stand on 
the same footing as other ancient records. We 
cannot avoid this at a time when everything 
becomes a matter of literary and historical dis- 
cussion. But we cannot close our eves to the 
fact that men who owe their position as 
religious teachers are too often treating the 
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Scriptures as old writings that can no longer 
be trusted a8 safe guides te God. Whenever 
the Gospels contain anything that is anaccept- 
able and cannot fit in with pre-conceived ideas, 


98 
3 


a 

any meaning, and Christianity is something 
that has been manufactured 
that saw in the teaching of what 
wished to be believed, and expressed it accord- 
ingly. 3 


Suspicion Under these circumstances it is 

not unnatural that men who love 
and treasure the Bible should be very jealous 
for its honour, and should guard it well against 


Churches on account of their association in one 

way or another with those who are attached to 

corrosive criticism and doubtful cenclusions. 

One of the facts we cannot overlook is that a 

number of men who accept Critical views of 

an advanced character are thoroughly loyal to 
our 


; it is written down as a “ gloss,” the ittroduc . 
| tion of the thought of a later “age,” and not 
| have been of immense help to men and women “ 
; who crave for sympathy and the Divine Com- 
panionship. But we are also sufferers. There 
was never a truer saying than that 
fact, we have reached a stage : _. men 
think that they have the right to remain 
accredited Ministers of the Christian Church, 
with power to treat the final authority on al! 
matters of faith and morals’ with ‘contempt for 
its message. The whole origin of Christianity 
is reduced to human factors, the Old Testa- 
ment is considered to be on a level with Sacred 
Books of other Creeds, and the New Testa- 
' ment is the growth of the witness of the Church 
: . which continually added to the teaching of its 
Gospel are emphasised to the neglect of other 
; parts of the Story of Redeeming Love, and 
| all attacks made on its truthfulness. Without 
the Bible the religion of Jesus Christ is un- 
intelligible. On its teaching rests our know- 
ledge of its content, and if it be as fallible 
and antrustworthy as men represent it then we 
seek in vain for authoritative knowledge of 
| Him Who is the way, the truth and the life. 
We cannot but esteem the zeal that stands by 
the Bible, but we are afraid that at times its 
: friends do the Book they value poor service by 
. attacking the most honoured leaders in the 
om - Lord. Such loyalty may appear sttasge to us, 
: and to mafty mav seem inexplicable when their 
attitude to the Scriptures is considered, But 
: there it is, and it must be accepted: Qn the 
. other hand, there is a great multitude of men 
who are attached to the Bible as the Scriptures 


it 


essential truth wil) stand 
the Truth will win its wa 
and it prevails. 


§! 


Rev. F.C 


of bis Anglo-Catholic fellow Minister, and the 
Anglo-Catholic looks askance at the meaning 
given to the Lord’s Supper by the Evangelical. 
There is indeed a wide gulf fixed, and Nop- 
conformists, with their heritage of Evangelical 
New Testament teaching on the Lord's Supper, 
afe pot at all likely to accept terms of Reunion 
which will involve the admissibility as part of 
the Gospel message of a sacerdotal ministry 
that offers elements which have become by 
Consecration “the Body and Blood of our 
Lerd Jesus Christ” in a service indistinguish- 
able from the Roman Mass. Well might Mr. 
Spurr say “ Those who speak of reunion must 
first settle in their minds who and what are to 
be reunited; whether an inchoate mass of con- 
tradictory elements or spiritually living people 
who are already fundamentally one in their 
fundamental life and faith.” This is well said. 
We do not wish to see universal chaos taking 
the place of the divisions of organisations that 
at least are understood by contemporary 
Church life. 


Mr. Spurr said in his address, 
Spurr and “Ignorance of the Bible is at the 
Prevailing bottom of most of our troubles.” 
Uncertainty Does any one familiar with the 

times doubt the ignorance to be a 
fact? “We have produced a generation of 
people uncertain of the foundations of their 
faith, and therefore at the mercy of any new 
cult, and this because they “know not the 
Scriptures.” If we are to recover lost ground 
we must go back to the Scriptures and become 
mighty in them. An old motto says “ good 
textual knowledge of the Scriptures makes a 
good Theologian.” Those who have to do with 
the many Colleges throughout the Country, 
where men are trained for the ministry, are 
only too well aware of the little knowledge 
men who seek entrance have of the Holy 
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ot Truth, and are out and out adherents to the reunion betweea those who hold the E vangelica! 
Fundamentals of our Faith Some of the and New Testament view of the Holy Com. . 
latter may become associated with the former munition and those who hold in any form the 
in the complex religious life of to-day, and it Roman or magical view. And there is this to 
is unfair to cast suspicion on them ‘as if they be said, that the latter as little desire it as we 
were partakers of the curious attitude of the do.” In the National Church men who hold 
former. We never gain anything by sspersiag both these views appear to live side by side 
our friends or refusing to think the best of im union. But do they? Ask those best 
a A Hl deal of the unkindness of this acquainted with the Parochial working, and it 
wromg inferences, and we must will be found that within the Church of 
“to judge not that we may uot England, although its Clergy meet in the same 
he more we are convinced of Assembly and other gatherings, although its 
own convictions the less reason representative laity are parochially and 
doubts on the honour of those diocesanly elected to central Corporations, 
we hold and live for the Master there is very little intercommunion in the 
ve. They may not act as we Parish Churches, The Evangelical cannot 
The Path The World's Evangelica! 
of Lewe Alliance embraces § Evangelical 
Christians of many types— 
members of the National Church and the Free | 
Churches. Its witmess for fundaniental truth 
has been definite and clear from the beginning, 
but t has never imposed a rigid verbal test on 
those attached to &. We hold the Truth in 
Love, and we desire to stand fast by the great 
central Truth we hold im common and while 
not ignoring what we cannot accept in common : 
t> see im proportion. To-day | 
very different atmosphere to that | 
Alltance was founded. There 
practically mo lines of cleay 
different Churches. All] the 
practically identical views on the é 
that were believed in by their 
wholes. To-day we have in ev 
the country lines of cleavage 
and are becoming more visible. 
this. We must bear our witness 
believe to be the revealed Mind of 
must never forget that we are 
another in the Body of Christ. 
ought not to be impossible, and 
Divine Truth then we ought to 
influence those who have wander 
them to the great Centre of all T 
Himself. The stronger our co 
Truth the more hopeful we ought | 
power to win others to itself. Error is so many 
sided and parti-coloured that the simplicity of 
opposed to it, and 
The The Rev. F. C. Spurr, im his 
Evangelical Presidential Address to the Free 
and Church Council, said: “I for one j 
Magical cannot see for the life of me how 
at present there can be corporate 
| 4 
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Scriptures. The custom even of following with 
the open Bible Lessons read at service is fast 


quotations or reading the Word. with them. 
With our many ethical systems the Bible has 


Weekly Reviews says: “The present wri 
was brought up, like many chi 
generation, to hear the Bible 
chapter by chapter, in succession every morn- 
ing and evening, and to learn whole passages 
by heart." In how many households is this 
the rule to-day? One of our ablest Bibie 
students told us that he owes his knowledge 
of the sacred Text to family prayers, where 
this custom was followed, and that it has been 
to him a priceless heritage. Here is a way out 
of our difficulties. Let those whe-do not read 
the Bible in the family Circle begin the custom 
and they will soon learn its value to their own 
souls, 


The Field The fads and fancy religions of 
in which to-day owe whatever hold they 
Errer Grows have on mind and heart to 
ignorance of the Bible. A short 

time ago a Minister learned that some of his 
people had accepted strange teaching supposed 
to be founded on the Bible. He called on his 
friends and discovered that their beliefs had 
been framed on distorted texts torn from their 
context with meanings given them that the 
words never were meant to convey. They 
wrested the Scriptures to their own confusion, 
and never stopped to think what the ~ ore 
really meant. To their surprise they found 
what they had read into the Word was not 
there, and one of them wondered how such a 
meaning could have been given to the message. 
There was no controversy, only a plain heart 
to heart talk of a friendly character. In this 
instance the error had not caught a tight hold, 
and it fell away when the simple truth was secn. 
Ignorance is the parent of false teaching, and 
this ignorance can only be banished by study 
of the Word. More than one student has 
found many of his perplexities t:emoved by 
comparing Scripture with Scripture with the 
aid of “ The Revised New Testament with 
Fuller References”—a ppriceless Reference 
New Testament compiled by the two great 
scholars, the late Dr. J. H. Moulton and Dr. 
A. W. Greenup. This has led many a man 
to see where truth lies; we know that it is in 
constant use by Church Leaders who have 


our Sunday and day schools, 


knowledge. In the past the Bible was read as 
a Book that had to be remembered, reverenced, 


and used for meditation and application to life. 


We have been much impressed by the warnings 
of men of very different schools of thought 
against the consequences of the neglect of 
Bible Study, and every day convinces us that 
until the Bible be restored to its proper place 
ia the Churches and homes the health of the 
Church will be far from robust. 


Religious It’ was believed that after the 
Teaching war it would be easily possible for 
in the the National and Free Churches 
Scheels to arrive at an agreement that 
would solve the Education Ques- 

tion as far as religious teaching in our 
elementary schools is concerned. Men of all 
the Churches believe in its necessity, and 
desire to see it maintained. Conferences were 
held in the Memorial Hall, and at first hope 
was strong. Now the Conferences have broken 
up, and will not resume their sessions. No 
wonder a great sense of disappointment pre- 
vails. It is not for us to attribute blame to . 
either or both parties. We regret the result. 
In Wales a concordat has been reached owing 
to the fear that a purely secular -system might 
be established. Is there not as great a danger 
in England? The course of political develop- 


learned its value by long use. A mind that is 
: without disciplined training in Holy Scripture 

: gt ¢, is open to the reception of error of all kinds. 

i many Ministers to see a number of their con- 
; gregations with their Bibles in hand verifying Te in many parts of the country 
Evangelistic there are signs of an Evangelistic 
been overlooked as the great Text -Book of But Mission Preachers complain 
Morality, and how few ever take a passage of with sadness that “they have nothing to go 
Scripture and think upon it for more than a few upon.” Their congregations consist of two 
scconds. A writer in one of our leading classes—those who are already members of the 
Churches and come to be refreshed, and those 
who are ignoraat of the A. B. C. of religion. 
“ You cam take nothing for granted ” is an oft- 
repeated remark. The congregation § will 
respond to an emotional appeal, but the 
emotion soon passes as there is no depth of 
knowledge to sustain it. In the days of Moody 
audiences knew their Bibles in the main out- 
line. To-day they no longer do 0, and 
preachers have to begin at the beginning and 
tell the simplest facts of revelation as some- 
thing that must be apprehended by the hearers. 
This is a terrible indictment of the teaching m 
De but it may be 
explained by the difference between now and 
a generation ago. To-day everybody reads 
all sorts of papers and books with 
the intention of forgetting their contents. 
Reading passes the time without adding to 
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ment ts obscure, and in a few years a Govern- 
ment may find the easy course lies in cutting 
the Gordian knot by establishing a purely 
secular system in English schools. Our Sun- 
‘day Schools canapot do everything, and the loss 
of the Bible lesson in the day schools will add 
indefinitely to the prevailing ignorance of its 
contents. Surely men of honest and good heart 
cannot any longer permit their doctrinaire 
ideals or their struggle for the maintenance 
of their own particular scheme to stand in the 
way of Christ's little ones being taught to know 
the story of His life and death aad resurrection 
as well as the ever fresh stories in the Old 
Testament. 


The The Federal Council] of the 
American Churches of Christ in America 
Charches have issued a‘manifesto “voicing 

and the moral judgment of the over- 

international whelming majority of thoughtful 

Affeirs Christian people.” The document 

urges the obligation of America 


to take her full part in the settlement of inter- 


national problems. The European crisis is a 
summons for American Christians to examine 
themselves, and by so doing co-operate with 
other nations in bringing to an end the pre- 
vailing chaos. Aloofness must be abandoned, 
A conference should be called to deal with 
the State of Europe, for i is clear to the 
Churches that “the well-being of our own 
country is bound up with an unselfish con- 
sideration of the well-being of the other nations 
of the world.” It specially ‘urges the settle- 
ment of the Near East on right lines without 
reference to expediency or commercial advan- 
tage, and “ with amends for the tragic wrongs 
done to the Armenian people.” We are glad 
to see the American Churches becoming alive 
to the duty of brotherhood and the conviction 
that “ Christian principles are as binding upon 
national as upon personal conduct.” We must 
realise this at home, and we hope that the best 
opinion in the United States will make itself 
effective in devising means whereby Europe 
wil] see that it stands for no mere national. 
benefit, but for the well-being of humanity. 
It is mot easy for us to understand the com- 
plexities of American politics and actions that 
seem to us selfish and self<entred, may 
imvreality be the result of the temporary victory 
‘of the evil over the good in American public 
life. We shall all rejoice if the principles of 
this manifesto be translated into effective action 
and by so doing prove to Europe that the 
United States recognise that what concerns all 
imposes on all common sacrifices, and that 
rights become wrongs when they are insisted 
on to the detriment of those who sacrificed 
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The Lord Mayor of Bristol did 
the right thing in the right way. 
He spoke at the Annual Dinner of 
the Bristol and Suburban Football League. 
The Football Association rightly prohibits 
Sunday engagements of the teams it acknow- 
ledges, and the Lord Mayor congratulated the 
diners on the attitude they adopt with reference 
to Sunday Observance. He did more.< He 
showed how Christian Sunday is a priceless 
privilege “ There was a time to train and a 
tume to play the match; and a time to train 
the mind—a careful labour to obtain, as nearly 
as they could, the perfection of their best 
endeavours in all things.” “Sunday gave 
opportunity for bodily rest, mental quiet, and 
the cultivation of our spiritual natures whose 
needs were as insistent and clamorous as any 
that could be adduced as necessary for the 
body or mind.” He was satisfied that nothing 
could compensate for the loss of the Sabbath, 
and he was glad that Bristol realised “man 
doth not live by bread alone.” In similar 
language he pressed home to a body of sports- 
men the obligation of cultivating the higher 
side of their mature. It needed courage to 
make this speech—it required tact to drive the 
lesson home in a way that would make a per- 
manent impression on the minds of those who 
heard it. Public men have special respon- 
‘sibility, and we believe that their frank avowa! 
of Christian principles will always in England 
win the respect of those who hear them. The 
Lord Mayor of Bristol has shown during his 
Mayoralty his keen interest in every Christian 
movement, as well as his earnest desire to 
advance the well-being of the Citizens. We 
believe that his public service is all the more 
fruitful because it is based on allegiance to the 
great Head of the Church. A man whose cyes 
are fixed on the Jerusalem that is above makes 
the best leader of thie earthly city of which he 
is a citizen. 7 


“Ne Temere” Mr. H. E. M. Stutfield has done 
Decree g00d service by publishing in the 
National Review a frank account 

of the conflict between Roman Catholics and 
State Law on the marriage Question, The 
Spectator in a strong ‘article calls attention to 
the facts, and we hope that those in authérity 
will bear them in mind. In the British 
Dominions, Rome makes its claims fo be the 


| 


» 
themselves in common with the States im pur- 
suit of the same great ends. The world judges F 
not so much by words as by deeds, and it is 
much easier to draft statements tham to carry 
them into practical effect. 
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sole judge of the validity of marriages between 
those baptised in that Church or when one 
of the contracting parties has been baptised 
by its Clergy. The instances cited prove that 
the local law is placed in contempt, and a 
bigamist who was previously married to a 
Protestant and had afterwards married a 
Roman Catholic was urged by the ecclesiastics 
te tetura to live with the “ second wife.” In 
another case a Protestant man married in 
a Baptist Chapel a Roman Catholic woman. 
When she was lying seriously ill in hospital 
she was told that she was not marfied and that 
her children were illegitimate. Her husband, 
wishing to save his wife, reluctantly consented 
to be remarried. The poor woman was 
scarcely able to sign her name, but she did 


so, and was described as a spinster and her - 


husband as a bachelor on the certificate. The 
case caused very strong feeling in New Zea- 
land, where the priests boast that they are dis- 
obeying the law enacted against Ne Temere 
activities. We have too long acquiesced in 
the intervention of Roman priests in these 
marriages, and we believe that one day we 
shal! have an explosion of public opinion that 
will show the real opinion of the Nation. 
When a marriage has been solemnised in 
accordance with the Law of God and the Law 
of this Realm no ecclesiastic can pronounce it 
invalid without showing himself to be an 
enemy of society. ; 


The Reyal We deeply — the announced 
te intention of His Majesty wo visit 
the Pepe the Pope during his forthcoming 
visit to Rome. But we caunot see 

how he can well avoid so doing as long as 
we have a Minister at the Vatican. A con- 
stitutional Monarch under such circumstances 
has to follow the established etiquette. The 
real evil lies at the door of the Cabinet and 
Parliament that have sanctioned the appoint- 
ment and maintenance of a diplomatic agent 
im attendance on the Roma Curia. We are 
well aware that there are millions of Roman 
Catholic subjects of the Crown, and that they 
are i by the acknowledgment of the 
papal position by the Kingdom of England. 
But we ask, “ what benefit has ever accrued 
to England since the Reformation by the 
covert or open representation of the Court of 
St. James at the Vatican?” We do not know 
that any good has come, but we do know that 
the Protestant witness of this Nation has been 
weakened, and that many millions of loyal 
subjects feel that the reversion of our tradi- 
tional policy means opening the door to papal 
intrigues. We do not see why matters relating 
to the Roman Catholic Church cannot be dis- 


The In these days when there is a 
Cleavage widespread desire to camouflage 
in the § = facts it is well to find a Bishop 
Netioesl wo speaks his mind. 


“pack 


S228 
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will. - This has not proved be the 

and the measure to be discussed by the Nationa 
Assembly on Prayer Book Revision is without 
the recommendation that the Church Council 


the people ought to have, and by so doing they 
practically drive from Parish Churches those 
who love a simple service in accord with the 
formularies of the National Church. 


cussed by the Government with its Pare. 
sentatives in England who cap make 
j British wishes to the Pope. This has been the 
case for many the appoint- 
: ment of a Minister as a War Measure might 
} have been justified on the plea of necessity. 
His continuance in peace has no justification 
whatever. America bas no Minister, dnd the 
number of Roman Catholics in the States is 
far im excess of the number in the British 
Empire. The sturdy Protestantism of America 
prevents the sending of a Minister, and we are 
indeed sorry that our Country bas yielded 
principle to a very doubtful expediency. Rome 
is no friend of England. Papal policy has 
always been hostile to British interests. 
should be consulted on changes in the service. 
The reason is plain. The clergy claim a 
$4 
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World Mission Notes. 


The It would be wrong to close our 
Evangelical yes to the trouble and suspicions 


distorted into principles and honoured 
of God have been saddled with opinions 


<Firs 


all Evangelical Christians who are of one mind 


do nothing that will alienate from the World's 
Evangelical Alliance the attachment of any 
loyal Evangelical Christian. We plead for 
Christian patience and brotherliness, for charity 
and goodwill] among us all. No more than 
other Christians, can we see eye to eye with 
those engaged in the common work of extending 
the Kingdom of God, but we hope we shall 
not permit our personal opinions to separate 
us from those who uphold the Faith of Christ 
Crucified and believe in His sacrifice for the 


sins of the whole world. ; 
Peace At time like the present we 
and 
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hope 
mistakes of brethren, but wil! 
work with those whose life 
them to be true children 
of God and loyal to His revealed will, We 
are friends of all, and enemies of none who 
are His true followers and are striving to pro- 
claim His Gospel throughout the world. We 
trust our friends will read our World Mission 
Notes with these thoughts in mind and not 
imagine we are engaged in a campaign for 
or against any of the views that are at present 
in conflict among earnest and devoted Evan. 
gelicals. 

The Dr. Macnamara, M.P., lately 
Lenden spoke at a London Missionary 
Missionary Society Exhibitionand placed much 
Secret y emphasis on the sacrifices made by 
missionaries: “ They have gone to 
torture and to death, with serene courage. 
They have died far away from home and 
friends, and medical aid, victims of plague, 
pestilence and disease.” He dwelt on the vic- 
tories they have won, and added: “In the 
whole field of missionary endeavour there is 
no more arresting story than that of the Lon- 
don Missionary Society.” This old organisa- 
tion is generally believed to be thoroughly 
congregational in its outlook, but its funda- 
mental principle declares that its sole object 
is to “ send the glorious Gospel of the Blessed 
God to the heathen, and that it shall be left 
(as it ought to be left) to the minds of the 
persons whom God may call into the fellowship 
of His Son from among them to assume for 
themselves such form of Church Government 
as to them shall appear most agreeable to the 
Word of God.” There is a fine air of freedom 
about this declaration, which anticipated the 
growth of native Churches with the power of 

self-determination. 


Wesleyan Many remember the expedition 
Missions to Kumasi, the “City of Blood,” 
in and the bravery of British troops 
Ashanti during the inland march. Between 
1913 and 1922 the number of bap- 


| Boards and Committees it is not the part of 
Alliance that are rife to-day among the the World's Evangelical Alliance to take sides 
and friends of Missionary enterprise. The controversies of to-day may have a very | 
the Crisis The fear of the invasion of ration- different appearance in a few years’ time, and 
i alism and mere social idealism as it is the special duty of the Alliance to main- 
a substitute for Christianity is widely felt. Men tain its own testimony to Truth and to do al! 
fear the growth of an unbridled criticism that im. its power to bring closer together brethren 
undermines the authority of Holy Scripture and who are in danger of drifting apart through 
the Deity of our Blessed Lord. There is ground the clash of opinions that are often ill-defined 
for thew fears, for we live im a time of theo- 
logical chaos and religious confusion that be- 
wilder the mind and make men ask whither | 
are we drifting. On the other hand, there 
never was a time when it was more the duty 
of Christian men and women to refrain from 
repeating second-hand stories ot condemning 
without knowledge. To our own certain in- ; 
desire to foster peace and harmony among 
Deity of our Lord and His atoning work for 
the redemption of humanity. We believe the 
Scriptures to be the Word of God and that 
their authority is final. We desire to say or 
Geodwill. will. We honour men who have 
been forced by conscience to make 
great sacrifices for what they hold to be truth. 
By so doing they deserve the sympathy of all 
who follow the Master and accept His teach- 
ing to take up the Cross and follow Him. 
Their wisdom at times may be open to question, 
but that does not interfere with our brotherli- 
ness and Christian fellowship. In days when 
| 
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tised Christians in Ashanti has increased from 
327,000 to 106,000—an advance at the rate of 
many thousands a year. The expansion of 
the work called for the foundation of a new 
Training College, and the Governor of the 
Gold Coast Colony thade a special journey of 
900 miles to lay the foundation stone. His 
Excellency commended the labours of the Mis- 

to 


sion, and bore testimony to its readiness 


their 
labour. 


A Micsionary Wesileyans rejoice over the bless- 
ings God has given them in 
Kumasi. They lament, however, 
a failure in the same district where some cight 
years ago a mass movement offered splendid 
opportunities that could not be availed of owing 
to the lack of men and preparedness to meet 
its need. In consequence, a crude mixture 
of Christianity and fetishism has sprung into 
being, and it is very hard to face the situation 
created, simply through the unreadiness of a 
great Society to take occasion offered by God 
and guide people to the Saviour. .The Wes- 
leyan Missionaries describe this movement as 
“a fungoid growth which is a hindrance rather 
than a help to the coming of the Kingdom of 
God.” Alas, there are other similar movements 
in the world that owe their eccentric evolu- 
tion to the lack of shepherds when they were 


. craving for guidance and feeding by those who 


had the truth. Opportunities missed seldom 
return in the Mission Field. 


indian These movements among the out- 
Mass casts are still in progress, and the 
Movements Churches are alive to their duty. 
For example, in Haiderabad the 

Chairman of a Methodist district reports 
“4,500 baptisms. Many thousands waiting.” 
Indians are proving themselves ready to accept 
the responsibility of taking charge of these new 
Christians, who require very careful tending. 
It is vain to expect Missionaries to be always 
at hand to undertake all expanding work of 
this description, and it is a cause for deep 
thankfulness that in India we are now having, 
in connection with all the Mission Churches, 
devoted ministers whoare prepared to lead their 
fellow-countrymen in worship and teach them 
the truth in Jesus Christ. Very few who have 
not followed closely missionary work realise 
the great changes that have occurred during 
the last ten years. Something like a revolu- 


tionary missionary movement is noted in many 
districts. 


The Werk Figures may mean very little 
of Micsions when they run into millions. The 

latest statistics on population esti- 
mate the total population of the world at 
15387 millionn Roman Catholicism claims 
965 millions and Protestantism 202 millions. 
Fifty years ago in Europe there were 71 million 
Protestants as against 147 million Roman Catho- 
lics—to-day there are 191 million Roman 
Catholics, as against 109 million Protestants— 
a Protestant increase of more than 5) per 
cent., as against a Roman Catholic increase of 
about 36 per cent. In the United States 
there are 15 million Roman Catholics, and 
more than 80 million Protestants. As we said, 
numbers are deceptive in more ways than one, 
and nominal Roman Catholicism is very pre 
valent in many countries where the population 
is returned as Roman Catholic. Apart from 
all other considerations it is sad to think that 
850 millions of people are still outside the 
knowledge of the Gospel. The work of Mis- 
sions can never decrease while this is the case, 
arid the Church is faithful to its duty. When 
we consider the unevangelised peoples we see 
how much ground has to be covered before 
we can be said to have shown obedience to the 
“Make disciples of all 


The Icdam We have heard so much about 
Menace the clash between Christianity and 
: Mohammedanism in Africa that 
we looked for the opinion of M. Elie Allegret in 
the /nternational Review of Missions. He tells 
us that in French West Africa the progress 
of Islam has been slow and purely superficial. 
The memory of the slave trade and its evils 
is strong upon the minds of the Africans. But 
he does not hesitate to add: “In spite of 
everything Islam is gaining ground, and it will 
certainly be in the Sudan that one of the most 
desperate battles between Christianity and 
Islam will be fought.” He advocates the im- 
mediate starting of mission work in the midst 
of the heathen tribes before Islam sends its 
advance guard. This is the case everywhere. 
It is much easier to win those who are idolaters 
to Christ than to win Mohammedans to the 
Cross. After all, we can well understand this, 
for the heathen when emancipated from the 
dread of their tribal deities find in Islam a 
greater freedom, which they are unwilling to 
think insufficient to meet the soul’s deepest 


needs. M. Allegret cheeringly tells us that 
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carry through necessary work. The days when 
Missions were considered “a nuisance” has 
| long since passed, and to-day Governors are 
nations.” The Church is today becoming more 
| alive to its duty. 
| 


25 


ace as heralds of the Cross. All 
must regret the long-drawn-out conflict that 
has perpetuated the war spirit on the Continent 
and in England. We learn from it that the 
nations of the earth need one another, and that 
antagonism brings weakness al! round. 


The Government has confirmed 
the Balfour policy in Palestine. It 
has, however, been made clear that 

J State is not contemplated, and that 

of all citizens will be equal before 
the Law. Courts dealing with Jews, Moslems 
and Christians are being established, and we 
shall see in the Holy Land diversity of ad- 


nently won. In considering Jewish Missions 
in Palestine it must be remembered that there 
are only 80,000 Jews out of 700,000 inhabitants 
of that land, and that today the Christian 
population outnumbers the Jewish. We learn 
that the Societies working among Jews suffer 
from lack of and there is also a de- 
ficiency of Hebrew Christians for mission pur- 

British candidates for spreading the 
th amang the Jews are forthcoming in suffi- 
with a people of the strong 


Christian Missionaries the better for the growth 
of the work. 


au 

: This will be in the hands of the 
i and local Church Authorities This 

of many proofs that native Churches 
coming into being, and many will watch 
th prayerful interest the success or otherwise 
the step. In the Anglican Communion 

are dioceses and dioceses. In some 
dioceses diocesan contro! will be friendly to 
C.M.S., in others this cammot be so easily 
guaranteed. As the transfer of contro! takes 
step step, opportunity will be afforded 

or seeing manner in which it is working. 
But what has now been done cannot well be 


undone in the near future. 


Theeryand We are afraid that a good deal 
Experience of modern literature is written 
without much regard to experience. 


missionary easier, and that social and 
political revolutions make ready the minds of 
the people for Christian impression. These 
prophecies have almost always proved false 
as political and social workers are accustomed 
to believe that whatever fits in with their 
notions will of necessity prepare the way to 
greater spiritual blessings. The less Foreign 
Missionaries mix in local politics the better 
for their work. They make difficulties for 
themselves, and do the cause they have at 
heart great injury by becoming party politicians 
in lands where they are commissioned only 
to preach the Gospel. 


A The _ theatre 
Celperteer large place in pani life. 
on In fact, no Spanish town is with- 
the Stage! out its theatre, which is attended 
by all classes, who take their im- 
pressions of life from what they see on the 
stage. To the surprise of Madrid Evangelicals 
it was announced that a Colporteur of the 
Bible Society was put as a prominent character 


cient bat 
racial type of the Jews the more Hebrew | into a play staged in the Capital. The writers 
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arrest its spread. 
Keres The /nternational Review also indian The Church Missionary Society | 

informs us that the situation in Chereh has taken « step that may have 

Korea steadily improves under the new Japan- Development momentous influence on the future 

growth of Indian Missionary effort. 

of the visit of the delegation 

Church a recommendation was 

direct control of the Missions 

© pass 

longer, 

lisbury 

to face with other creeds. 

in 
in the Great War. Although regulated per- 
mission has been granted for the working of 
German Missionaries—in practically all coun- 
tries, with the exception of India and East 
openings have not been utilised, 

the cost is prohibitive. Many of the most 
earnest mission workers of the. last century 
came from Germany, and we hope that when ee 
the opportunity offers German workers will 
Because this has happened then something 
else will probably ee We have again 
and again been to that the breakdown 
of old customs will make the way of the 
ministrations of justice, which probably is the 
only means by which goodwill can be perma- 
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of the play represent the man as well-educated, 
kindly disposed and a thorough believer in his 
work of distributing the Scriptures. No more 
striking proof could be given of the changed 
outlook in Spain than the fact of a Bible dis- 
tributor being presented to an audience as & 
good man who wishes to do his best for his 
fellow countrymen. A stage has been passed 
in the chequered history of Spanish freedom.. 


The Underlying the events in Spain 
Mevement which from time to time attract 
fer our attention, there is a strong cur- 
Religious rent flowing in support of religious 
Freedem liberty. Spain has recently, on 
more than one occasion, escaped 

a revolutionary movement which might have 
changed all its institutions. Prominent poli- 
ticians see that the country cannot be con- 
sidered in line with modern ideals as long as 
religious liberty is denied all its citizens and 
tolerance takes its place. The Roman Church 
has made up its mind to fight against the 
repeal of the Article in the Constitution that 
limits freedom, but the Spanish public is no 
longer so ready to be led by the dictation of 
the Episcopate. When the issue is joined there 
will be a great fight which can have only one 
ending. Spain cannot deny in Europe what 
it grants its subjects in Morocco. Meanwhile, 
the Spanish Evangelical Alliance is working 
hard to secure for the support of Religious 
Liberty all who wish to see man in his relation 


Books Worth Reading. 


WHERE THE HIGHER CRITICISM FAILS. 
H. Frrewert, B.A., LL.D. London : 
Epworth Press. 4s. 


The author of this excellent volume is so well 
known, and has made for himself so high a name 
in literary ci:cles, that we are glad to welcome 
such a contribution from him on the burning 
subject of which it treats. We are assured that 
it will be welcomed by a wide circle of readers, 
and that it will make a deep impression upon the 
minds of all who read its pages. ; 

Dr. Fitchett begins by showing what the Higher 
Criticism is, how it affects the general Christian 


. faith, and what is the attitude which should be 


taken to it. He writes “‘ not for experts or pro- 
but for plain men who, dis- 
turbed by new teachi of modern thought, 
desire to investigate for Chetnadives the grounds 
upon which the so-called Higher Criticism is 
based.. He rightly says that in this.matter “‘ the 
unlearned man has responsibilities he dare not 
shun, and rights he may not surrender.” He 


Churches of beth lands, Sweden was the first 
European country to break off relations with 
the papacy. It has always been remarkable 
for its progressive spiritual life, and Principal 
John Rinman has represented the World's 
Evangelical Alliance in his native land. To 
him Swedish Missionary Enterprise owes much, 
and we are thankful that he is bringing his 


_ country’s work for God to the notice of the 


British public. 


shop Gore's well-known book, 


Bi 
Belief in God, in which he says ‘‘ It is in the 


region of the common reason at as much as 
in the circles of specialised study that it must be 
judged.” Dr. Fitchett writes, therefore, from 
the t and intelligent enquirer a valuable aid 
to clear and true isi on the questions 
involved. He shows that the aim of true science 
is to build its conclusions on verified facts, and 
to make it clear that the Higher Criticism 
not for a moment to he placed in the 
of exact sciences, adding that “‘ to an extent whi 
is not easily realised it is a shadow-dance of 
theories, of theories which remain theories to the 
end, and which commonly die young.” ort. 
his point he gives examples from literature 
the Higher Criticism to show how strangely 


and passed on as conclusioris not to be questioned. 
. Dr. Fitchett stands for a whole Bible—an 
infallible revelation and a sure record, and deals 
clearly and fully with the Scriptures.as an authori- 
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. to God unfettered by the intolerances of the 

Roman Church. 

Fifty Years’ Dame Wit, 

, Werk fer and colleague of Dame 

f Nevy Men Weston, has issued a booklet com- 

i memorating the Jubilee of the 
Devonport. Sailors’ Rest. Few works of our 

| generation have been so signally blessed by 
God as the venture of faith undertaken by Miss 
Weston, and supported by a multitude of 3 
friends who realise that the labour spent was 
devoted to the best interests of the men who 
guard our shores from invasion and that repre 

f sent the policy of England on the high seas. 

: We congratulate Devonport on its institution 

| and Dame Wintz on having been spared to 

see its Jubilee. 

; Sweden and In England we are strangely 

Protestant- ignorant of Swedish religious life, 

‘s tem although the Lambeth Conference 

has practically announced that 

f intercommunioa exists between the National 

| 


EBVANOELICAL CHRISTENDOM 


tative standard of ious truth, with miracles 
recorded in the New Testament as historically 


pt 
a Living Book, so much so that it is impossible to 
account for it except as Divine. 

His chapter on the Miracles of the New Testa- 
ment, of which the most sacred and miraculous 
incident is, in his regard, the story of the Incarna- 
tion and the Virgin Birth of Christ, is specially 
worthy of careful reading. In the course of it he 

ints out what is most im nt to realise, 

* That the true motive of the critics is the desire 
to attenuate the miraculous element in the 
Christian story, but they cannot do this without 
tearing the Bible itself into rags, for the 
miraculous is woven into every fibre ef Christ's 
story.” The miracle of the Incarnation, he justly 
shows, makes possible all smaller miracles 
attending it. The most serious question involved 
in higher critical theories is the perfection or 
otherwise of Our Lord’s Human nature, not onl 
as to its moral character, but also as-to its infall 
bility or otherwise, and we are thankful to see 
that Dr. Fitchett asserts and affirms that the 
range of knowledge possessed by Jesus Christ as 
Teacher and Saviour admits of no modification or 
limitation were hail with thankful- 
ness such c pionship of the supreme authority 
of the Holy Scriptures, as also their unbroken 
continuity and indubitable certainty which this 
volume substantiates. We are certain to a ve 
numerous class of readers the careful study of it 
will prove a means of st 
time of prevailing unbelief, and unrest of heart 
and mind as to the truth of the Bible. 


LIBERAL EVANGELICALISM: AN INTER- 
PRETATION. By Mempers OF THE CuuRcH 
or ENGLAND. Hodder & Stoughton. 6s. net. 


Twelve members of the Eva ical Section of 
the Church of England combine in writing a book 
that must be read by all interested in present-day 
Evangelical . The men who write claim 
to be inheritors the Evangelical tradition. 

live in the modern world. They seek to 
re-state the old message in meets 
the needs of the day. recognise that re- 
statement is on he Authority of the 
Bible, which they declare they as absolutely 
unique as the channel through which is conveyed 
to us the know e of God which culminates in 
the Incarnate Life and its manifestation to the 


hening faith in a 


world. “It is also needed on the Atonement. The 
modern E elical js dissatisfied with some of 
the older cruder penal and substitutionary 
theories of the Atonement. it is the impact of the 

writer of the Exsay on “The Bible and its 
Value” says, “The Bible writers were not 


 jafaltible, and shared in the scientific and historical! 


outlook of their time. We, to whom fuller know- 
ledge has been given, can see their mistakes and 
limitations. But we must still marvel at their 
achievement, and still confess that the spiritual! 
‘treasures of the Bible are unsurpassed.” ‘This 
Essay is written with reverence and great respect 
for those who differ from some of its conclusions. 
The Essay on the Atonement (‘The Work of 
Christ ") says ** God is telling us in Jesus Christ 
on the that, though He ls hurt and grieved 
beyond all measure by our sins, and cannot 
pass them over without full ex of this 
antagonism, though He cannot ve an unre- 
pentant sinner, yet as we should ex from a 
earthly father, He is completely willing to 
ive him when he comes to true repentance.” 
We search the article in vain for many leading 
Scriptural texts, and fail to see in it any substitu- 
tionary—or, for that matter, racter of 
the Atonement. It is notable for its absence of 
the view of the Atonement associated with such 
names as Denney and Dale, who, to say the 
least, are Scriptural teachers. On Reunion it is 
what we should expect it to be : strongly sympa- 
thetic and anxious to advance brotherhood among 
Christians. It advocates the re-examination by 
the Evangelical party of its basis, and in particular 
to adopt a more liberal attitude to the foreign 
missionary work which it su It will have 
to be prepared to see and to welcome develop- 
ments which “‘ our fathers would have felt bound 
to oppose.” A prominent theologian, whose 
ene ae the highest, has said, con- 
cerning the book, that its theology ‘is founded 
on an expurgated edition of the synoptic Gospels.” 
This is severe criticism, and as we are bound to 
hear more of the Essays duri the comi 
months, we hope that t will read by all 
Evangelicals, and will be weighed 
carefully before a verdict is pronounced on the 
standpoint. We have givena few that 
are characteristic of some of—but no means 
of all — the writers, and hold over a fuller 
consideration of the volume until our next issue. 


THE RETURNING TIDE OF FAITH. By 
the Rt. Rev. Nevitte S. Tasot, Bishop of 
Pretoria. London: Nisbet. 55. 


Dr. Talbot, who wrote a number of articles in 
a South African per, has collected them in 
** The Returnin tide of Faith,” which is a con- 
nected whole. e has seen the South African 
Church, which is noted for its sacerdotal and 
liturgical character, and he tells us that “‘ certainly | 
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Christ as the Incarnate Son of God. He naively 
and truly says that ‘‘ on these three great themes 
the Criticism resembles Bunyan's Mr. 
Facing ways, who, we are told, ‘‘was a 
Waterman, and got his living by looking one way, 
and going the other,” 
He treats on the Bible as a moral code, pss 
and entire in itself, so much so that a human | 
mind could not possibly:have framed it. In an 
> 
| 
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the church of the Province of Seuth Africa, to 
which | belong, is not nearly so well as 
a teaching Church as she is as an of 
institutional religion. She is well developed on 
the side of the ministry of the Sacraments. She 
needs reinforcement in the ministry of the Word.” 
In South Africa, according to the latest figures 
against 1,816, on-Episcopal Christians, 
Anatican Charch is generally of on advanced 
character. 


what faith is. Religion 
superstition, and it is essential that faith should 


although on some points 
do not think he has the full vows 4 
Holy Scripture and work of the Son of 


He tells us ‘‘ Christ put his seal to the aa 
optimistic in tion of experience (embodi 
in the legend of the Fall), which declares that in 
sinning men fall, violate their own nature, 
renounce their birthright.” ‘If man is in 
the mud, he is still a god in the mud. He is not 
acreature ofthe slime. He is made for somethi 
tar different, a= is infinitely 
extricating. he is in a far country, | igs’ 
husks, he is not at home .in ie 
every barrier before — others 
ll, He flung himself, in the garden ony, 
into union with the active will of the cieatiieee, 
And so He went to the Cross, offering there, 
under conditions imposed by human sin and weak- 
ness, the perfectly whole-hearted offering of a son 
to a father.” ‘* We can identify ourselves—in all 
our im tion—with the perfect offering of 
Himself which He made to the Father. We can 
cry to the Father, whose love we doubt and 
outrage.” ‘‘ Only look on us as found in Him.” 
** We can share delightedly in the Offering which 
is the central mystery of Christian worship.” We 
have deliberately quoted these passages as 
give a true outline of the Author's general stand- 
point. Frankly, they do not satisfy us as sound 
theology, but this does not imply that there is not 


We welcome the Second Edition of this 


> 


broken. Incidentally he states that the 
Rose had been sent by the Pope early this year 
to of Queen Vi Queen 
Vi Eugenia of Spain, and says that never 
before has the Pope been sovetandal 

representatives ign Powers. His prestige 
must be ; course the reference is to 
the English Ambassador to the Vatican and 
nglishmen will view with something like alarm 
the fact that the Envoy has been made a 
a for ‘depriving Spanish Protestants of 

eligi 


7 


ous Liberty! But the incident is conform- 

able to Roman Catholic methods in all ages, and 
we hope that ‘‘ The Advance of Rome ” will have 
many readers. Let us not forget in the words of 
Lord Balfour quoted by Mr. Panton, ‘‘] am not 
one of those who think that the difficulties of 
religi strife are over, or that indifference is 
likely to spread and continue as enlightenment 
rows in civilised countries. Roman Catholics 


ve never abandoned the » when 
every means in their power.” The recent 


All books for review under this heading should 


be addressed t0 the Editor, 


'* EVANGELICAL 


Curistenpom,” 19; Russel/ Square, London, W.C.1. 


| 
mach value, ia brightly 
written earnest volume. of 
miracle the writer is thoroughly 
| i THE ADVANCE OF ROME. By D. M. Paxton, 
a B.A. C.J. Thynne. 14. net. 
| Dr. Talbot is an optim: asevery 
must be when he recalls Our Lord's words ‘‘Be of 
} sees the breakdown of materialism, we know : 
: too much about matter to be materialists, and concerning the basis of her claims we believe that 
: : faith will come back if the understand 
ve a is in 
a non-theological language to teach the facts of the 
? faith, and his effort is on the whole successful, 
| 
if 
£ 
panish mc confirms this opinion. 
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